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Known for years through the lens of the biggest Polish music festival – the National Festival
of Polish Song in Opole, today, it blossoms with attractions that will surprise you with their
diversity and extend! The capital of the region, Opole, is one of the oldest Polish cities.
You will find here the Polish Song Museum and an amazing ZOO. The Piast Tower, as the
evidence of the historical turmoil, constitutes the remains of a medieval castle, but in the
Opole area, you can find over 200 fairy-tale like castles and palaces! Some of them are part
of the Opolskie Castles and Palaces Route and present extraordinary and original features,
as well as host exceptional events, such as the annual Blooming Azalea Music Festival in
Moszna Castle. Opolskie has its own, special taste. If you are a foodie, we recommend trying the traditional regional dish: the beef roulade served with red cabbage. And for dessert
- the Silesian crumb cake – Streuselkuchen with apples, poppy seeds or curd cheese. After
visiting the restaurants along the Opolskij Bifyj Route, it is a great pleasure to take a walk
around the picturesque towns and cities, such as Nysa, Prudnik, Głuchołazy, Paczków or
Głogówek. The hiking enthusiasts will definitely appreciate the Opawskie Mountains, with
low and gentle slopes, picturesque gullies and valleys, perfect for family trips and hikes.
Speaking of families, Opolskie Region is a perfect place for travelling with kids. There’s a lot
of attractions for children, such as JuraPark Science and Entertainment Park with over 200
true to size dinosaurs models, created on the real excavation site! For those hungry for
water sports, the region offers amazing lakes, like Turawskie, Nyskie and Otmuchowskie, as
well as the Odra River. The fans of geology will get interested in the extinct volcano – Saint
Anne Mountain that constitutes one of the three Polish geoparks and serves as a pilgrimage destination too. Opole Voivodeship offers several dozen wooden churches and numerous events and festivals that are happening all year round. As you can see, there is a great
number of reasons to visit the Opole Region, and since it is the smallest voivodeship in the
country, it is super easy to travel around the area. It is hard to believe that such a small
space can fit in so many amazing attractions!
St. Anne Mountain

Amphitheater of the Millennium

OPOLE

The song is the first thing that comes to mind when you think about Opole – the city
has been known for years as the Captial of the Polish Song. The National Festival of
Polish Song, which concludes the artistic season for the music industry, has been
organised in Opole since 1963. The amphitheatre, with almost 4 thousand seats,
hosted the finest artists at the beginning of their careers. Next to the town hall, there
is also a Walk of Fame where many celebrities have their memorial stars. Nowadays,
besides the live performances, the amphitheatre hosts the interactive Museum of
the Polish Song, as well as the observation deck from which you can observe the
panorama of the west part of the city.
The Old Town
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It is worth mentioning that Opole is one of the oldest cities in Poland. The first mentions of the city are dated for the middle of the 9th century, as a city based on the
old Slavic settlement. Today’s capital of the Opole Voivodeship used to be a capital of
the tribe that ruled twenty other smaller colonies! The city’s attractive location has
been luring the settlers for over a thousand years, since being placed along important
European trade routes, for example, the international Amber Road leading from the
Baltic Sea. Up to the 16th century, Opole has stayed under the rule of the Silesian
Piasts. Later, the historical turmoil has lead to the rule of the House of Habsburg,
Prussia and Germany. Eventually, in 1945, Opole has been brought back to Poland
and has been developing in its borders up to this day.
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Piast Tower

Młynówka Boulevard

Opole is filled with historical references. One of the oldest fortified
architectural heritage monument
is the Piast Tower from the turn
of the 13th and 14th century. The
beautiful view of the centre of the
city, as well as a multimedia exhibition available inside, are definitely
worth climbing 163 steps. If you are
up for the time travel, you should
visit the Opole Open-Air Museum
of Rural Architecture and the tenement house, a part of the Museum
of Opole Silesia – their exhibitions
allow you to experience the past
life of Opole and the surrounding
areas!

The towers of the Cathedral, the
highest building of Opole, are 73
meters tall! Worth visiting is also
the Holy Trinity Church, the Church
of Our Lady of Sorrows – the oldest
church of Opole, as well as St. Adalbert Church, commonly called „the
church on the hill”. The legend says
that the church was build in the
place where St. Adalbert preached
so zealously, that his footsteps are
left in the stone. An important spot
of the city is also the old town with
the town hall, modelled on the
Palazzo Vecchio in Florence.
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The green Bolko Island is an amazing place for a walk, similarly to the boulevards of
the Młynówka canal and the Odra river. The most beautiful is the Venice of Opole
– here, the tenement houses seem to be immersed in water. Worth visiting is also
the charming Green Bridge, commonly known as the Lovers Bridge. You will find
a gorgeous view from the Opole Acropolis – the University Hill being the highest
point of the city (165 m above sea level). If you decide to see it, make sure to take
a walk among the sculptures of the great Polish musicians, such as Marek Grechuta
or Czesław Niemen.

the Opole Venice
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Głuchołazy Health Park
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Głuchołazy
The surrounding areas of the city were full of
gold mines that extracted over 3 tons of gold.
Nowadays, the Gold Miners Trail offers the tour
of the old gold extraction sites, where you will
even be able to find some tiny particles of gold.
Worth checking out is the overlook located on
the Upper Gate’s tower, the brine graduation
tower and the Zdrojowy Park.
www.glucholazy.pl
the Battle of the Koźle Fortress

Opole Province’s cities have much to offer - well-preserved fortifications, palaces,
abandoned industrial sites, all of them spiced up by incredible local legends and stories. Without a doubt, the cities and towns are enriched by the presence of rivers
and lakes that provide perfect spots for fans of leisure activities, as well as those
interested in incredible views.
Głogówek
Here, the Polish king John II Casimir Vasa resided during the times of Deluge, when
the city was an informal capital of Poland. The most valuable historical monuments in
the area include the St. Bartholomew’s gothic church, often recognised as the pearl
of the region, as well as the wattle-and-daub Holy Cross church. You should also make
sure to see the Głogówek’s castle that is currently under restoration.
www.glogowek.pl
Głogówek’s skyline
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Kędzierzyn-Koźle
The former fortress town that now hosts the annual reconstruction of the battle over the Koźle
fortress. The nautical tourism enthusiasts can
engage in a variety of activities here, including
the visit to the historic sluice or the Kłodnica Syphon – one of the three watercourse separated
crossings in Poland. The Sławięcice’s park offers
an interactivel educational path.
www.kedzierzynkozle.pl

Kolonowskie
The steel canal located here is considered to be
the oldest historical site of the Silesia region.
Its origins were connected with the flow of
wood to the Kolonowskie’s blast furnace. We
recommend visiting the Tradition Chamber,
where the management of the furnace used
to reside. What is more, the Kolonowskie municipality has the biggest wooded area in all the
Opole Voivodeship, as they cover over 75% of
the whole territory. One of the attractions of
the area are the canoe trips on the Mała Panew
River.
www.kolonowskie.pl

Canoe trip on Mała Panew
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Krapkowice
The Krapkowice’s city walls are a really attractive site. The observation deck on the top of the
Upper Gate is a must-see among the tourists,
similarly to the papermaking museum chamber
located in the Krapkowice’s Wall Tower, where
you can create your own sheet of paper. There
is also a water equipment rental and the camping ground in the marina.
www.krapkowice.pl
Krapkowice – the view over the city center
Holy Trinity Church in Leśnica

Leśnica
It is one of the oldest towns in this part of the
Silesia region. It celebrated its 800th birthday
in 2017. Nowadays, Leśnica is a small, intimate
city with a charming old town. One of the oldest buildings in the city, that used to serve as
a granary and mill, now hosts the Art Gallery
with the Little Leśnica Museum. Worth mentioning is also the Holy Trinity Church located
here.
www.lesnica.pl

Nysa
The city was once a powerful stronghold. In the
17th century, the defence system was enriched
with ten bastions, a water moat and a hidden road. All of these buildings are still there.
Nowadays, among others, you can visit the St.
Hedwig’s Bastion or rest on the lakeside of the
Nyskie Lake. Worth seeing is also the third biggest old town in Silesia region, St. James and
St. Agnes church, as well as the Treasury of
St. James.
www.nysa.eu

St. Hedwig’s Bastion in Nysa

Olesno
The most popular monument of the town is the
wooden church of St. Anna from the 16th century. The building is sometimes referred to as
the rose in the wood, due to its characteristic
shape – built on the location of the five-petal
rose flower, that is present in the city’s coat of
arms. Other places that we recommend are the
St. Michael Church and the Regional Museum.
www.olesno.pl
St. Anne Church in Oleśno

Namysłów
The place is known for the developed brewing
traditions. The beer has been brewed here for
over 700 years, while the Namysłów brewery
complex was placed on the list of the National
Heritage Board of Poland. Other places worth
visiting include the overlook located on the Krakowska Gate, the old town with a gothic town
hall and a picturesque town mill – the chamber
of the milling technology.
www.namyslow.pl
8

Defensive walls in Namysłów

Paczków
Due to the magnificent fortifications systems,
the city of Paczków is sometimes called „the
Polish Carcassonne”. The visitors can find here
the scenic walking route on the top of the defensive wall, the fortified church of St. John
the Evangelist, Gas Industry Museum and the
Metamuseum of Motorization. We also recommend visiting the Hople winery. The Tourist
Information Centre located in the Executioner’s House is at your service.
www.paczkow.pl

the Executioner’s House in Paczków
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Bird’s-eye view over Prudnik

the Opole Open-Air Museum of Rural Architecture

Prudnik
The traces of human presence on the lands of
Prudnik have been documented as early as in
the 8th century. Thanks to the Roman coins
found there, we can state that the locals established commercial contacts with Rome. We
recommend visiting the Museum of the Earth
Prudnicka and the Weaving Traditions Centre
as well as taking the trip to the Wok’s tower –
the oldest historical monument of Prudnik.
www.prudnik.pl
Tułowice Palace

Tułowice
The local history is connected mostly to the ceramic and highest-quality porcelain production.
The companies exported their products around
the world up to 1945. The palace complex from
the 18-20th century is the most characteristic
spot in the city. It includes the palace (nowadays the boarding house of the Forestry Technical College), the watermill, the stable and the
park.
www.tulowice.pl
Forest and Nature Chamber
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Zawadzkie
The city was created around the glass factory
workers’ colony. The most characteristic part of
the city’s landscape is the glasswork’s chimney
that is 96 metres tall! The river that crosses
the city, Mała Panew, is sometimes called “the
Polish Amazon River” and offers the canoeing
ports. The neighbourhood offers 65 km of cycling routes. We also recommend visiting the
Nature and Forest Chamber.
www.zawadzkie.pl

OPOLE VILLAGES
Picturesque Opole villages, usually surrounded by forests, are ideal for bike rides,
horseback riding and walks. The area is perfect not only for the leisure activity enthusiasts but also for the lovers of the historical tidbits since the villages are full of the
traces of old times and original cultural and architectural spots. The Opole villages
are famous for their thriftiness, resourcefulness and caring about the aesthetics.
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Palace complex in Dąbrowa
Karłowice Castle
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Park in Pokój

Dąbrowa
The village located on the outskirts of the
Niemodlin Forest. The most important historical site of Dąbrowa is the palace complex
built in 1615 which includes the palace itself
and a huge garden, together with the St. John
Nepomucene’s Statue. Other monuments of
the village are the St. Lawrence’s Church (documented as early as in the 13th century) and the
Sisters of Saint Elizabeth’s religious house.
www.gminadabrowa.pl

Suchy Bór
A place in the Chrząstowice Municipality, famous for its Educational and Resting centre
with the outdoor swimming pool. During summer, you can enjoy a 50-meter-long swimming
pool and one of the longest waterslides in the
area. Suchy Bór is a great spot for bike tourism
due to its perfect connection to cycling routes.
www.chrzastowice.pl

Karłowice
A village in the Popielów Municipality where
you can find a castle from 1350. It is a former
knights’ headquarters, later taken over by the
hunters. The complex includes the park, farm
buildings, granary and a watermill. The castle is
partly surrounded by the moat. Both the castle,
as well as the chapel are now a private property. You will also find here the house of a famous priest – Jan Dzierżon, who is considered
the Copernicus of the beehive as he discovered
the process of parthenogenesis among bees.
www.popielow.pl
Pokój
The village was created during the mid-18th
century as Charles I of Württemberg’s summer
residence and former health resort. The starshaped street formation, copied originally from
the German Karlsruhe, survived to our day. You
will find here one of the two Polish eight-pointed star-shaped crossings with a square in the
middle, where the prince’s palace was located.
There is also a well-preserved antique park.
www.gminapokoj.pl

Turawa
The most popular attraction here is the Turawskie Lake. The reservoir has an area of 20 km²
and was created in the 1930s to regulate the
water levels of the Odra river. Nowadays, together with the neighbouring lakes Średnie and
Małe, it serves as the recreational and leisure
activities site that allows for water sports, as
well as fishing.
www.turawa.pl

Swimming Pool in Suchy Bór

Zagwiździe
The village development was possible thanks
to the iron and steel industry. The building
complex, that used to serve as a glassworks,
now hosts the Regional Museum Chamber.
Zagwiździe is also the heart of the Starobrawski
Landscape Park. You can take part in the canoe
trip on Budkowiczanka River. Worth mentioning is also the botanical garden and the action
game „Get to know the monuments of Zagwiź
dzie”.
www.zagwizdzie.pl

Turawskie Lake

Regional Museum Chamber in Zagwiździe
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CASTLES

AND PALAC ES

The biggest tourist attractions of the Opolskie Province are castles and palaces. There
is over 200 of them in the vicinity! Among some architectural jewels, there are also
museums and sites serving as classy hotels. The Piast Tower and the remains of the
castle are the most recognisable monuments of Opole! The cultural events organised
around the palaces are also very popular.
Jakubus Palace in Jakubowice
Neoclassical manor-house from 1882 is now a hotel, with a distinguished restaurant
and SPA complex. The building is surrounded by a neat garden of old-growth forest,
extensive green areas and three ponds with a sandy beach. The complex includes
also the Osadkowski Horse Riding Club that runs the riding school.
www.jakubus.pl
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Palace in Kamień Śląski
The building was constructed in the 17th
century in place of the castle and citadel
of the Odrowąż family. Jacek Odrowąż, the
Dominican, canonized in the 16th century
who is worshipped up to this day, was born
in Kamień Śląski.
The palace survived the WWII but was
demolished by the Soviets. Nowadays, it
serves as the St. Hyacinth Sanctuary and
rehabilitation and sanatorium that uses the
Kneipp’s method of hydrotherapy.
www.kamien.biz.pl

Palace in Pawłowice
Eclectic palace of the neo-Renaissance and
baroque characteristics, with an original
octagonal tower located in the corner. Built
around 1864 and reconstructed multiple
times over the 20th century. After fundamental renovation in 2010, the palace now
serves as a hotel, SPA and a restaurant. It is
surrounded by a small park, and since 2018
you can also enjoy the palatial winery.
www.palacpawlowice.pl
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Sulisław Palace
The history of this place includes the Knights
Templar, the estate founders - the Zedlitz
family, the German Emperor and King of
Prussia Wilhelm Hohenzollern and a Silesian
Cinderella – a poor six-year-old turned into
a millionaire. After years of negligence, it
ended up in private ownership. Nowadays, it
is a five-star hotel embellished with Sophia
Loren’s chandelier, Sir Mick Jagger’s table
and Jan Matejko’s sketch.
www.palacsulislaw.pl

Castle in Dąbrowa
Joachim von Mettich-Tschetschau, the representative of one of the most prosperous
Silesian families, constructed the castle in
the 17th century, in less than two years. The
characteristic features of this neo-Renaissance building are the twisted chimneys,
unique to the European setting. The castle
is surrounded by the antique garden. The
University of Opole is now the owner of the
property.
www.dabrowskieskarby.pl

Większyce Palace
Built in the 19th century, neogothic style palace surrounded by a beautiful garden is impressive. Inside the palace, you can find one
of the hundred best restaurants in Poland.
The palace lures all the connoisseurs with
its seven luxurious halls: hereditary, azure,
ruby, emerald, crystal, heraldic and lilac. The
architecture, art and cuisine are the distinguishable qualities of this place.
www.palacwiekszyce.pl

Castle in Niemodlin
The first mention of the castle comes from
the times when Niemodlin was along the
Amber Road that connected the Baltic Sea
and the Ancient Rome. Bolesław the Elder,
Bolko I of Opole’s son, constructed this stone
building surrounded by the fortifications and
hosted many crowned and imperial guests.
Jan Jakub Kolski could not resist the beauty
of the place and chose this site to shoot the
movie Jasminum.
www.zamekniemodlin.pl
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Moszna Castle
Famous for its unique charm due to the
fairy-tale like architecture. It looks this way
thanks to a longlasting renovation (from
1866 to 1945), as well as thanks to the flair
and imagination of the constructors. The
Tiele-Winckler family’s residence has 365
rooms and 99 towers. Right next to the castle, there is an orangery surrounded by the
park complex, with centuries-old oak and
lime trees, azaleas and rhododendrons.
From 1984 the castle has been hosting the
Musical Festival of the Blooming Azalea – the
classical music festival.
www.moszna-zamek.pl

Brzeg Castle
One of the most valuable architectural sites
in Poland. In its present form, designed in
the 16th century by Italian architects. The
building was modelled on the Wawel Castle and is often called the Silesian Wawel.
The gateway’s portal is embellished with
the sculptures of the Polish rulers and Piast dukes of Silesia. You will find there the
Musem of Silesian Piasts which organises
museum lessons and concerts.
www.zamek.brzeg.pl

Otmuchów Castle
Located in the picturesque Sudeten foothills, this enigmatic Wroclavian bishops’ residence survived to this day as only a part of
the original complex. You can appreciate the
landscape of the area from the castle’s tower, available for tourists. Adjacent to the
building, you will find the garden created by
the traveller Alexander von Humboldt. The
castle hosts the Zamek Cultural Centre, the
highroad and the restaurant.
www.zamek.otmuchow.pl

Castle Rogow Opolski
Renaissance-classicistic castle of the von
Haugwitz family holds the most valuable
collections of the Provincial Public Library
in Opole. The castle and the adjacent Dom
pod Kogutem offers the hotel and conference services. There is an English-style park
around the vicinity.
www.rogow.wbp.opole.pl
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St. James and St. Agnes Basillica in Nysa

RELIGION

The Opole region is filled with the spiritual and religious monuments, that are distinguishable due to their diversity of styles and architectural details. The St. Anne Sanctuary, that constitutes a part of the baroque monastic and cavalry complex, is a common destiny of the pilgrims. The Opole cathedral is, at the same time, the Opole Holy
Mother Sanctuary and the numerous votives such as the silver dress offered by John
III Sobieski constitute the evidence of the age-old cult. The other important sanctuary is located in Głogówek and is famous for its Loreto chapel Casa Santa that hosts
the Sculpture of Our Lady of Loreto. The Sanctuary of St. Hyacinth in Kamień Śląski
is also a beautiful place, as well as the Cistercian Abbey in Jemielnica. The popular
pilgrimage destination is the Sanctuary of St. Joseph in Prudnik that is known for being the place of the imprisonment of Primate Wyszyński.

Cistercian Abbey in Jemielnica
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We recommend visiting Nysa, the former capital of the Wroclavian Bishops’ Duchy,
the so-called Silesian Rome, due to the numerous architectural sites and churches.
The Blessed Maria Luise Merkert’s route is running here as well – she was born in
Nysa and started the Sisters of Saint Elizabeth Assembly. She helped the sick and the
poor and is sometimes called the Silesian Samaritan. You can also join the spiritual
experiences with the hiking and pilgrimage tourism by walking along the part of the
Way of St. James – Camino de Santiago.
The wooden churches constitute the most characteristic part of the Opole Silesia’s monuments because of their fascinating and extraordinary shapes, textures of
the building materials and the overall craftsmanship. One might say that they describe the history and traditions in the area’s landscape. Most of the churches were
built by the village carpenters in the 17th and 18th century and they centralised the
lives of the local community. Building and utilization of wooden churches manifested
the religious devotion and stood as a symbol of the sacrifice of one’s talents and abilities to the faith. The churches in Uszyce and Oleśno are considered to be the oldest
in the vicinity (1517 and 1518, respectively).
21
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St. Anne Mountain

The whole Opole Voivodeship
has over seventy churches, most
of which can be visited along the
eighty-kilometre-long
Wooden
Architecture Trail that spreads
along 12 towns, from Opole to
Olesno. Each of the towns offers
a significant and extraordinary site
of the wooden sacral architecture.
If you start the route with the
Opole Open-Air Museum of Rural
Architecture you can visit all of
the most interesting churches
in Czarnowąsy, Dobrzeń Wielki,
Kolanowice, Bierdzany, Laskowice,
Laskowice Wielkie, Laskowice Małe,
Chocianowice, Stare Oleśno and
Oleśno. All in all, you will visit the
most beautiful examples of the
wooden churches that constitute
the main part of the Wooden
Sacral Architecture Route. It is
worth mentioning, that the route is
accessible for bikes, cars and buses.
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St. Michael Archangel Church in Gierałcice

St. Anne Mountain
A town located on the foothills of the St. Anne Mountain, commonly called the spiritual capital of the Opole Silesia. While on the top of the mountain, we recommend
visiting the Basilica and St. Anne Sanctuary, Franciscan monastic complex, the Marian
grotto modelled on the Grotto of Lourdes and taking a walk among the calvary chaples founded in the 18th century. What is more, you can see there one of the biggest
European amphitheatres (it can take in up to 30 thousand spectators) or the Silesian
Insurgents Monument, as well as visit the Silesian Uprising Museum, commemorating the events of 1919-1921. There is a beautiful view over the St. Anne Mountain
Landscape Park from the observation deck located there.

Saint Mary’s
Coronation Chaple
on St. Anne Mountain

23
8

JK Opole Theatre

CULTURE
The Opole region cultural scene is usually associated with the National Festival of
Polish Song, but there is much more going on here! The whole year is filled with
excellent classical music concerts, remarkable theatre festivals, extraordinary live
performances and exciting theme parties. You will never be bored!

The National Festival of Polish Song in Opole
The most popular polish song festival has been taking place every year, in June, since
1963. During this time, Polish artists present their last year’s achievements. This few
days of music celebration include the presentation of new songs as well as the introduction of the given year’s debutants.
June | www.festiwalopole.com

Amphitheater of the Millennium
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The Theatre Confrontations Festival „Klasyka żywa” in Opole
The Staging Competition of the Old Polish Literary Works
For over 40 years, the JK Opole Theatre has hosted the final event of the biggest
staging contest in Poland, based on the Polish literature classics. The competition is
co-organised by the Theatre Institute in Warsaw and aims at presenting the essential,
still up-to-date plots of the old Polish literary works.
April| www.teatropole.pl

The days of Nysa Stronghold
Every year on the turn of July and August the Nysa Stronghold, the best-preserved
part of the Silesian fortifications has its celebration. One of the antique fortresses
changes into the historical military camp. Every year you can experience the historical reenactment of the 1807 Nysa Stronghold Battle with several hundred uniformed
soldiers from different countries! Other attractions include the military parade and
the stronghold picnic.
July | www.nysa.eu
The reconstruction of the Battle of Nysa Fortress
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International Tourism Fairs
W STRONĘ SŁOŃCA in Opole
The Opole old town hosts the exhibitors from
Poland and other countries that present their
varied offers of the tourist destinations, hotels.
Travel agencies and societies. This three-day
event is filled with meet-ups with travellers,
culinary degustations from different regions,
artistic performances, competitions and other
surprises.
May | www.mtt.opole.pl

The Polish Puppet Theatre Festival in Opole
Since 1962, every two years, the Opole Puppet
Theatre hosts the confrontations of the puppetry artists. There are concerts, plays, meetings, exhibitions and dramatic play presentations, all aimed at children and young people.
The jury awards prizes for the best acting, music, scenography and direction.
May | www.teatrlalki.opole.pl

The International Drums Festival
DRUM FEST in Opole
The foundation of this event can be dated back
to 1988. Nowadays, the festival lasts for around
a month and includes concerts, competitions,
workshops, seminaries and exhibitions that
bring thousands of fans and artists of the percussion music scene. The event connects the
artists from around the world, in spite of their
music genres.
October | www.drumfest.pl

The Opole Book Festival
During this summery literature celebration, the
book enthusiast cannot be bored – the Liberty
Square offers loads of attractions! On the publisher booth, you can supplement your home
library and meet the celebrities of the Polish
literature, art and journalism. The festival’s programme includes a lot of accompanying events,
for example, the Big Opole Dictation!
June| www.festiwalksiazki.pl

The International Knights’ Tournament
in Biskupice
The Knights’ town in Biskupice is blooming with
attractions in Spring! This event includes the
competitions of the knights’ brotherhoods in
different categories, such as archery or knife,
axe or spear throwing. The team fights, town
siege and old crafts and dances presentations
are popular among the tourists.
maj | www.grod.pl.tl

The International Knights’ Tournament in Biskupice

The Polish Puppet Theatre Festival in Opole
22
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Opolskie Lamy Film Festival in Opole
The biggest film even in the Opole region happening in the most significant cultural spots
of Opole. Together with the film screenings of
the Polish and worldwide cinematography, you
can take part in meetings and workshops with
creators, installations, exhibitions, concerts
and other events addressed to the cinema enthusiasts. There are also special attractions and
events organised for the kids.
October | www.opolskielamy.pl
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Silesia Equestrian in Jakubowice
The international equestrian competition in
show jumping with the over a million złoty
prize pool! The Osadkowski Horseriding Club
hosts the contestants that compete on different heights – some of the obstacles reach up to
2 meters! During the show, you can watch the
performance of over 300 horses from around
the world.
July | www.silesiaequestrian.pl

Silesian Festival of Ludwig van Beethoven
in Głogówek
Since over 25 years the classical music enthusiasts have been attending the concerts commemorating the few-months-long stay of van
Beethoven in Głogówek. Every year during the
festival there are orchestral performances and
solo recitals of Polish and worldwide musicians
that engage in the classical music.
September | www.muzeum.glogowek.pl

The Cistercian Fair in Jemielnica
The event is connected with the Cistercians that
made Jemielnica one of the important centres
of trade and agriculture. Every year the spectators can expect amazing attractions, such as
live jousting, old dances and crafts workshops,
historical reenactments or sightseeing the Cistercian sacral architecture.
May | www.jemielnica.pl

Trampska Hudba – Czech Tramping Music
Festival in Głuchołazy
The one and only festival of Czech tramping
music in Poland. Once a year, during the International Tramping Music Festival KROPKA, the
Czech artists have an opportunity to present
their musical creativity in front of the Polish
and Czech audience.
July | www.kropka.glucholazy.pl

The Blooming Azalea Music Festival
in Moszna
The classical music festival with over 30 years
of tradition, which makes it the oldest of its
kind in the region. While in the azaleas and
rhododendrons are blooming, the picturesque
Moszna Castle fills with classical music sounds
played by Polish and worldwide artists.
April / May | www.moszna-zamek.pl

Silesia Equestrian in Jakubowice

The International Lumberjack Competition in Bobrowa
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The International Lumberjack Competition
in Bobrowa
Every year during this two-day contention in
Bobrowa, European lumberjacks will compete
against each other. The brave souls will show
off their skills in competitions such as felling
trees at the aim, sawing the logs, or removing the 30 cm long pegs from the tree trunks.
Besides the contest, there are also attractions
for the spectators – competitions, parties and
concerts.
July | www.kultura.rudniki.pl
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Muzyka ponad granicami - Moritz Brosig Festival
of Organ and Chamber Music in Paczków
An event dedicated to the life and work of Moritz Brosig
– the organist, composer and music theoretician who was
born in Lisie Kąty (Paczków Municipality). For over 15 years
the classical music lovers gather during concerts of consorts
and prominent solo artists.
date varies | www.paczkow.pl

Fire and Water Festival in Nysa
New Year’s Eve in the middle of the summer? Absolutely!
The banks of the Nyskie Lake lure several thousand spectators each year, ready to watch the pyrotechnic show. This
amazing performance is prepared by three groups competing against each other. What is more, there are great artistic
performances and attractions for kids as well.
July | www.nysa.eu

Carl Maria von Weber Antique Parks
and Gardens Music Festival in Pokój
In memoriam of von Weber’s stay in the former Carlsruhe
(now Pokój), every year on Corpus Christi, a three-day music festival starts. It is devoted to the life and work of the
composer and other distinguished classical artists. The repertoire is matched with the interior it will be played in.
May / June | www.gminapokoj.pl

Flower Summer in Otmuchów
Over a hundred exhibitions dedicated to flowers, impressive
floristic compositions, flower and gardening tools fairs since
1973 has been attracting both flower aficionados, as well
as tourists to Otmuchów. This event happening on the last
weekend of June is connected with the city carnival and includes the artistic performances, crafts exhibitions, firework
show and other interesting happenings.
July | www.otmuchow.pl

Chopin-Elsner Festival in Sulisław
Every year in November, the restored interiors of the
Sulisław Palace host the elite body of artists connected to
two famous composers: Fryderyk Chopin and his teacher,
Józef Elsner who was born in the Sulisław area. Besides the
classical music concerts, there are also other attractions
such as Sulisław Culinary Show or Sulisław Jazz Club meetings.
November | www.palacsulislaw.pl

Aeropicnic and Polish Balloon Championships in Paczków
The Paczków Lagoon’s shore is a great observation place
for the Polish Balloon Championships. The competitions include contests such as meeting given points in the airspace
or throwing special markers to the aims located on the
ground. What is more, the spectators can take part in tethered flights, night balloon show or animations for children.
July | www.paczkow.eu

Lewada Art Cup in Zakrzów
The last holiday weekend is a great horseriding celebration
for many Polish artists. Since 1998, they have been meeting
in the LEWADA Horseriding Club to compete for the title of
the master of disciplines such as dressage, show jumping,
western riding and driving the team of horses. The Horseriding Celebrity Championships are accompanied by artistic
and equestrian performances.
August | www.artcup.pl

Chopin-Elsner Festival in Sulisław

Aeropicnic and Polish Balloon Championships in Paczków
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The Voivodeship Opole Carp Holiday in Niemodlin
The initiative organised for the first time in 2011 promotes
the tourist, culinary and economic potential of the local
carp ponds. The visitors can learn about the work of the
fisherman, taste the car dishes and take part in cooking
workshops or fishing contest.
October | www.lgropolszczyzna.pl
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Rock amphitheatre on St. Anne Mountain

NATURE
Those who love spending time in nature will be really pleased while visiting the Opole
region. The diverse landscape, picturesque hills, rivers, lakes, landscape parks and
even sandy dunes – this will allow you to unwind and relax. A well-connected network of the tourist routes prepared for hikers, cyclists and canoeists will definitely be
helpful during your travels.
Arboretum – botanical garden in Lipno
The oldest arboretum in Poland constitutes a part of the Nature and Landscape Complex started in the 18th century by the owner of the Niemodlin properties. It is located in the warmest spot of the Opole region so it provides suitable conditions for
the growth of the plants and trees of the temperate zone.
The most valuable species include the Ghent Azalea, the Korean barberry, the Canadian hemlock, the Japanese Azalea, the Carolina hemlock, the Douglas fir, the Katsura, the Oregon grape, the Maule’s quince, the Caucasian spruce, the Yellowwood,
the honeysuckle or the American tulip tree.
Azalea in Lipno
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Anne Mountain Landscape Park
The St. Anne Mountain (404 m a.s.l.) is the tallest hill of the Silesian Upland. Located
on the Chełm Hump, it was the furthest Silesian volcano! The climatic distinctiveness:
lower temperature and more precipitation in comparison to the other parts of the
region, together with the soil conditions, resulted in a lower forestation of the park
(21% of the area) that is divided with the cultivated fields. The most valuable forest
areas include Lesisko preserve, Boże Oko, Grafik and Biesiec.
Due to the unique geological characteristics, over half of the region has been included in the St. Anne Mountain National Geopark. There is a geological path for
hikers and cyclists that has 10km and 11 stands. You can learn there about the beginning of volcanism, the creation process of the fossils, tectonic shifts or life on a reef.
It takes about 6 to 7 hours to finish the route. Worth mentioning is also the rock
amphitheatre.
The park includes the Xawery Dunikowski’s hiking route (4km), the Flora and Fauna
Route (15km), the Third Silesia Rising route (23km), the John Paul II’s route (10km),
the Robert Oszek’s route (34km), the Silesian Insurgents route (98km).
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The Opawskie Mountains Landscape Park
It is located on one of the Opole mountain range, hence its name. The Opawskie
Mountains are of a gentle character, with low hills, picturesque gullies and valleys.
The tallest hill is the Biskupia Kopa (889 m a.s.l.). The rivers Biała Głuchołaska and
Złoty Potok make the area even more charming. Most of the park is covered with
forests, including the preserves of Cicha Dolina, Las Bukowy and Olszak. In the park,
you can find the biggest amphibians – the fire salamander!
The route network of 128km of the National Polish Tourist Association (PTTK) trails,
30 km of environmental and didactic paths, equestrian, cycling and skiing trails, the
lodging and food facilities, as well as the cultural value are a measure of the attractiveness of the park.
Worth seeing: the observation tower on Biskupia Kopa, Nad Białką preserve, Piekiełko
i Gwarkowa Perć quarries, Żabie Oczko pond in the excavated hole, the remains of the
gold mining (Głuchołazy, Jarnołtówek), the ruins on the Zamkowa and Okopowa Hill
in the Prudnik forest, the monastic complex on Klasztorna Hill, Stations of the Cross
chapels on Parkowa Hill, the St. Anne Chaple on Przednia Kopa, the dam on the Złoty
Potok River.

The Stobrawa Landscape Park

The Stobrawa Landscape Park
The biggest and the youngest landscape park in the area. The most valuable territories are located along the Odra River. It is a habitat of the waterbirds called the
Middle Odra Valley. You can spot here the endangered and protected species such as
otters, beavers, cormorants, white-tailed eagles or the biggest European dragonfly –
the emperor dragonfly. Most of the areas are covered with forests.
The over 20-meter tall dunes make the landscape even more attractive! They are
located along the blue tourist route in the area of Dąbrówka Łubiańska and along the
yellow route around Karłowice.
In the park, you will find hiking and bike paths, as well as canoeing routes. There are
six navigable rivers – Budkowiczanka, Brynica, Nysa Kłodzka, Odra, Smortawa and
Stobrawa.
Worth seeing: the Pokój town, the church in Radomierowice, Starościn Palace,
Wronów Palace, the manor house in Mikolin, Karłowice Castle, the Regional Museum
Chamber and the church in Zadwiździe, the water tower in Skorogoszcz, the barrage
Nysa Kłodzka River Mouth, the conical settlement in Murowo and the remains of the
settlement in Krzywa Góra and Tarnowiec.
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The Opawskie Mountains Landscape Park
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WATER
Amazing and magnificent lakes – Nyskie, Otmuchowskie and Turawskie are perfect
for swimming and water sports enthusiasts! Convenient natural conditions, developed hotel and food infrastructure and equipment rentals are inviting for the best
leisure time. The canoeing aficionados will love the Mała Panew Valley!

GLIWICE CANAL
It is a navigable waterway connecting the Odra River with the Upper Silesian Industrial Region. The beginning of the canal is located in Kędzierzyn-Koźle and the end in the
harbours of the Gliwice Port. It 41-kilometre long. There are sluices that allow for going through the 43-meter difference in the water levels. The navigation season starts
on March 15th and lasts till December 15th. You can take part in a tour cruise on the
Gliwice Canal that starts in Kędzierzyn-Koźle and lasts from 1 and a half to 5 hours.

the Odra river close to Opole

THE ODRA RIVER
The second biggest Polish river, the biggest one in the region. Along the Opole Region, Odra River has its main tributaries – Nysa Kłodzka, Mała Panew and Stobrawa.
It flows through Opole, Brzeg, Kędzierzyn Koźle, Krapkowice, Zdzieszowice and a part
of the Stobrawa Landscape Park.
There are tour cruises organised on the Odra River. The tour boat ports are located
in Opole and Kędzierzyn Koźle.
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Gliwicki Canal
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Nyskie Lake

NYSA KŁODZKA,
NYSKIE AND OTMUCHOWSKIE LAKES

The Nysa Kłodzka River flows through the
Opole and Lower Silesia Voivodeships and
constitutes a natural border between them.
In upstream parts it is lively, forming waterfalls. Nysa Kłodzka has often overflown
which led to the creation of retarding basins.
This is how Nyskie and Otmuchowskie lakes
have been formed. Nowadays, they are both
a part of the Otmuchowskie-Nyskie Protected Landscape Area.

The Otmuchowskie Lake
This dam lake was built around 1928-133,
just over the Otmuchów town. It is one of
the four water bodies constituting the socalled Nysa Kłodzka’s Cascades. There is
a four-turbine hydro plant at the outfall of
the reservoir.
The water body is now a recreational and
touristic destination with numerous lodging
and rental facilities. Around the lake, you can
find a unique habitat of the grey heron. The
lake is popular among the anglers and is rich
in zanders which are considered a delicacy in
the local restaurant (served under the name
Otmuchów’s Zander).
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Otmuchowskie Lake

The Nyskie Lake was created in 1971 when, because of the flood over part of the municipality, the 20-meter tall and 5-kilometre long dam has been built. There is a hydro
power plant located at the outfall and the northeast shore has wide sandy beaches.
This is where you can find many holiday villages with lodging and ports.
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Turawskie Lake

The Mała Panew Valley
The Mała Panew River is a tributary of the Odra River and has 132 km. It flows through
two voivodeships – Opole and Lower Silesia. The So-called „Polish Amazon River” is
a greatly meandering river is considered to be the most interesting river valley in the
vicinity, with visible dunes, former riverbed and numerous bends. The Mała Panew
River is one of a few Polish lowland rivers with mountain-like characteristics which
makes it perfect for canoeing. The river has a lot of boulders and wooden dams that
provide shelter for fish and aquatic animals.
In the Mała Panew Valley, in Ozimek, you can find the oldest working Polish steelworks – Mała Panew, as well as the oldest iron suspension bridge in Continental Europe.

Turawskie Lakes
The Turawskie Lakes complex is located
around 20 km from Opole and consists of
one big and two smaller bodies of water. The
big one, Turawskie Lake is a dam lake that
was created in the 1930s on the Mała Panew
River in order to regulate the Odra’s water levels. It also serves as the recreational
and touristic destination. The northern
and southern shores have beautiful sandy
beaches, surrounded by the pine forests.
This water body lures the water sports enthusiasts, as well as the anglers. The regatta
races organised by the Opole Jacht Club are
taking place here.
The lake is located in the Stobrawa-Turawa
Forests Protected Landscape Area. There is
also a Special Protection Area Turawa Lake
that cares for the birds as this is one of the
crucial habitats for the migratory birds in the
area.
The two smaller lakes, called the Average and Small were formed by filling the
old gravel pits used for building the banks
around the Turawskie lake with water. There
is a spacious and popular beach located on
the shore of the Average lake.

Promenade, Average Lake

The Silver Lake
It is also known as Osowiec, Green or Emerald Lake thanks to its turquoise colour.
This picturesque location, only 2 km from
the Turawskie Lake, is a popular recreational
spot, with bathing water, campground and
food facilities.
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Canoe trip on Mała Panew
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ACTIVITIES

Canoe trip on Mała Panew

CANOEING
HIKING AND CYCLING
The diversified terrain of the Opole Voivodeship and numerous tourist routes are
perfect for hiking and cycling. We recommend the following cultural routes: The
Opole Castles and Palaces Route, The Sacral Wooden Architecture Route, The
Witches Route located on the border of Poland and the Czech Republic or Brzeg
Polychromy Route. The routes such as the ones leading through the Mała Panew
Valley, around the Otmuchowskie, Nyskie or Turawskie Lake or along the Opawskie
Mountains, Stobrawa or St. Anne Moutain Landscape Parks will be perfect for those
looking to unwind and relax. History lovers will be happy to follow historical routes
of Nysa Region with fortifications, castles and palaces. You can also hike on the St.
James route. Cycling is an amazing way to get around the cities. Opole, Kędzierzyn
and Prudnik all offer city bike rentals.

The wide Odra River, meandering Mała Panew or mountain-like part of Nysa Kłodzka
will satisfy the needs of the canoeing aficionados.
The Bolko Island, located in the heart of the city, hosts the Opole Canoeing Association. Here you can rent canoes, water bikes or dragon boats. They organise canoe trips on the Odra River and the nearby canals. You will also find a canoe port in
Kędzierzyn Koźle, Krapkowice, Brzeg or Zdzieszowice. Some agrotourism farms organise the canoe trips as well.
For the canoeing enthusiast we recommend the Stobrawa Landscape Park with the
canoe routes system on rivers Budkowiczanka (25 and 32 km), Brynica (8 km), Nysa
Kłodzka (62 and 20 km), Odra (12 km), Smortawa (8 and 14 km) and Stobrawa (9 and
21 km).
The Mała Panew Valley will be very attractive for the lovers of the canoeing. It is perfect for families with kids, intermediate swimmers, as well as those aiming at adventure. The canoe trips on so-called „Polish Amazon River” have 10, 18, 22 and 35 km.
www.kajakiwiking.pl
www.partykajaki.pl
www.stobrawa-kajaki.pl
www.agro-ranczo.pl

42

43
8

HORSEBACK RIDING
The picturesque areas of the region are perfect for horseback riding. In the Opole
Voivodeship, you will find numerous equestrian centres that provide riding lessons
and the possibility of developing your skills. Horse riding clubs organise sports competitions that are attractive for both riders and spectators. Many of the agritourism
farms offer the horseback riding as well.

Lewada Horseriding Club
LEWADA is a well-known and recognised club that specializes in dressage. The club is
a member of the Polish Equestrian Federation. They organise both riding and cultural
events, such as concerts, painting and photography exhibitions and artistic locations.
The biggest event organised by Lewada is the ART CUP – Celebrity Equestrian Championships when Zakrzów hosts the most popular Polish artists. The honorary members of the club include, among others, Katarzyna Dowbor, Daniel Olbrychski and
Beata Tyszkiewicz (Polish actors and TV personalities).
The club has its headquarters in the 19th-century palace in Zakrzów.
www.kjlewada.pl

ART CUP – Equestrian Championship of Celebrities

44

Moszna Stable
It is a renowned equestrian and
breeding centre. For over 70 years
they have been breeding English
thoroughbred and noble half-blood
horses. The stable organises annual
equestrian events such as show
jumping (V, VI, VIII), holidays in
a saddle and green schools. You can
attend riding lessons or take a ride
in a sulky over the old park. The stable is located next to the Moszna
Castle.
www.moszna.pl

Moszna Castle

Osadkowski Horseriding Club
The club came into being in 2011
and is a part of the Jakubus Palace
hotel complex. It has two modern
stables, practice area and tournament site on the world-class
level. The most important event
organised here is the International
Championships Silesian Equestrian.
Besides the sports club, you can go
for a recreational ride around the
neighbouring woods, fields and
ponds.
www.kj-osadkowski.pl

Jakubus Palace
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K I D S
Dinosaurs, time travel, robots and friendly animals – Opole region has a lot to offer
for the family holidays! The brave ones can try themselves on the gravitational slide
or rope courses, and the strong ones can climb the stairs of one of the observation
towers. You will also have many occasions to spend a safe and fun time on the shore,
not only in summer! The Museum of the Polish Song in Opole has a wide offer for the
youngest ones as well.
Knights’ town in Biskupice.
This is the first wooden historical site connected to the Knights’ movement available all year round. The visitors are offered numerous medieval attractions, such as
archery track, plebeian games and activities, britzka’s rides, steam baths in wooden
wash-tubs or knightly escape room. Accommodation is available on the site.
www.grod.pl.tl | www.grod.byczyna.pl
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JuraPark Science and Entertainment Park in Krasiejów.
Over 200 true-to-life size dinosaurs models, a tunnel that takes you through all the
stages of the Universe and the prehistoric oceanarium are not all the attractions for
kids in JuraPark. Interestingly, it is the biggest theme park of its kind in Europe and the
only museum located over an active paleontological site in the world! If you and your
kids are curious about the world, the Evolution Park is a place to see. Kids will have
an opportunity to find answers to their questions. The exposition allows you to travel
in time and get to know the first human, their tools and skills, as well as teaches you
about the process of evolution.
www.juraparkkrasiejow.pl
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Opole Zoo.
The history of the complex, located on the
Bolko Island, starts in 1912. The garden specializes in Callitrichidae, lemurs and ungulate animals, but there are over 300 species
available for visitors. Feeding animals, for example, California sea lion or gorillas, is popular among the kids, but the zoo prepared
also other attractions, such as playgrounds,
picnic spots and rope courses Zoolandia. The
zoo offers a wide educational offer as well.
www.zoo.opole.pl

Robot Manufacture in Łącznik.
In this one-of-a-kind place in Europe, you
have a chance to see robots made mostly
from clunker. The inspiration for the machines comes from various science-fiction
movies and animations. The biggest showpieces weigh almost a ton and are a threeand-a-half meter tall, but you can also find
robots so small that they are not more than
several centimetres long. This place came to
life thanks to the passion and excitement of
the owner and the constructor of the machines.
www.fabryka-robotow.business.site

Polish Song Museum in Opole.
Kids will find here amazing things – a wardrobe full of costumes, recording booths,
virtual mirrors that allow them to dress up,
tablet islands, touch walls, sound postcards
and even a special room with the electronic
percussion! For sure, they will not be bored
and the little artists can show off their creativity and talent. There are numerous temporary and outdoor exhibitions, but you can
also go to the Little Song Academy, museum
lessons and music workshops. The museum
is a member of the interactive museums’
network – Nowe Muzeum.
www.muzeumpiosenki.pl

The Opole Open-Air Museum
of Rural Architecture in Opole.
The open-air exhibition consists of over 50
antique wooden objects, such as pens, chapel or inn. The buildings’ interiors are filled
with original furniture and equipment that
allow for a real interaction with the former
inhabitants of the Silesian countryside. The
museum offers old crafts workshops as well.
www.muzeumwsiopolskiej.pl
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Sacral Miniature Park in Olszowa.
A magnificent park of the area of 2 ha encloses several miniatures of different Catholic churches from Poland and the whole
world designed in the scale 1:25. The park
presents common pilgrimage destinations
such as St. Mark’s Basilica in Venice, Santa
Maria Del Fiore Cathedral in Florence, St.
Mary’s Church in Gdańsk or Cracow’s Wawel
Cathedral.
www.miniaturyolszowa.pl

Gravitational Slide, St. Anne Mountain.
The Alpin Coaster toboggan slide that you
can use all year long, despite the weather.
Amazing views and the total of 600-meter
slide guarantee a great deal of fun!
www.zjezdzalniagrawitacyjna.pl

Rope course KanYon in Opole.
Located in the centre of Opole, the place
provides an enjoyable form of an outdoor
venture. You can test yourself on four routes
that offer varied rope’s height, number of
obstacles or difficulty level. There are various rope, sport or even logic contests to take
part in.
www.kanyon.pl

Gasworks Museum in Paczków.
The former gasworks in Paczków has been
there for over 100 years. It is the only object
in Poland that still has the original infrastructure that used to produce the town gas. The
exhibition presents the development of the
gas industry, the gas-powered household
items and the biggest collection of house
gasometers in Europe.
www.muzeumgazownictwa.pl

Wodna Nuta Swimming Pool in Opole.
In the case of poor weather conditions,
we recommend visiting the Wodna Nuta
swimming pool. The little enthusiast of the
leisure activities may indulge in the fitness
and leisure pools, lazy river and hydromassage zone. On the other hand, parents will
enjoy the saltwater swimming pool and spa
services that provide time and space for relaxation.
www.mosir.opole.pl

Zatoka – Bajka Hotel & Resort in Grodziec.
There are enough attractions for the whole
day of fun – a beach, a water playground,
jumping on the trampolines and inflatable
toys or a wooden ship and that is not even all
there is. The animals in the mini zoo are up
for cuddles and the football players can use
the hotel’s pitches. The place offers a campground and food facilities.
www.hotelbajka.com
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Kołocz - Streuselkuchen (crumb cake). The
signature dish of Silesian and Polish cuisine.
The original kołocz can be only made in the
Silesia and Opole region. Its unchanged ingredients and the connection to the region
is guaranteed by the register of protected
geographical indications. It is a fluffy, buttery
yeast dough with a sweet crumble and a layer of icing sugar on top. Sometimes, kołocz
is enriched by the poppy seed, apple or curd
filling and that is how it gets its delicious,
slightly moist consistency.

CUISINE

Opolskie is a small province that has an extremely interesting cuisine – it joins the
tastes of different regional dishes of Poland, Silesia, Eastern Borderlands, Germany
and Czech. The easiest way to describe it is just to say, that it is an extraordinarily
tasty Silesian cuisine. To have a taste of the delicious dishes, we recommend following the culinary route Opolski Bifyj. In regional dialect, the word „bifyj” stands
for a piece of furniture, sideboard, the heart of every Silesian kitchen. Inside you
could find the treasures of Opole region – the hand-painted porcelain, sweet natural
honey, Streuselkuchen – Silesian crumb cake, Oleśno cream liquor and recipes for the
traditional dishes of Silesia. The recipe books usually included famous cured meats
such as Silesian blood sausage, best carp dishes and the basic Sunday dinner – beef
roulade served with Silesian dumplings and red cabbage. Below you will find a list of
thing you have to try while visiting Opole Province.

52

Opole Porcelain

Wodzionka – soup with goose fat. A basic
and easy soup that used to be an image of
poverty and modesty. It is nourishing and
has an interesting taste. What makes it special, is the goose fat that makes the taste so
characteristic.

Krupnioki – Silesian blood sausage. A characteristic type of cured meat made with 85%
of animal products and only 15% of groats.
Krupnioki are seasoned with an onion, salt,
pepper, marjoram and garlic and constitute
the local delicacy since the 18th century.
Initially, they were only consumed during
the pig slaughter, later served as a nutritious
meal for the miners. They are registered under the protected geographical indications.
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Śmietankówka Oleska – Oleśno cream
liqueur. It is a traditional liquor based on
natural ingredients: 30% of cream, spirit and
a pinch of vanilla. The recipe has been handed down from generations to generations.
Usually prepared only for special occasions,
such as weddings, this extraordinary type of
alcohol can constitute a great gift from your
visit to the Opole region. It tastes great with
coffee, ice cream or other desserts. Available
also in coffee and cocoa flavour. Only the
Oleśno Dairy Cooperative has the rights for
the production of Śmietankówka.

Silesian rye flour soup with buttermilk. This
soup originated from the German cuisine.
The German word Sauer stands for something sour and this soup is based on the rye
flour sourdough. The Silesian take of this traditional soup includes the use of buttermilk
and is seasoned with horseradish and marjoram. Usually, it is served with potato puree
and boiled egg. The buttermilk adds an extra
sweetness to the dish.

The Niemodlin carp. The Opole Silesia is famous for its carp farming as it is the fourth
Polish producer of this fish! The extensive
fish ponds spread from the north to the west
of Opole. The Niemodlin carp is braised with
vegetables which makes the meat tender
and full of flavours.

Pańczkraut – a dish with sauerkraut and
potatoes. An excellent mix of fried sauerkraut and potatoes with pork belly and onions. Traditionally, the dish is served with
pork leg or fried and stewed pork ribs

Beef roulade, Silesian dumplings and red
cabbage. How to recognise the traditional Silesian household or restaurant? The
housewife or the chef serve the beef roulade
with dumplings and red cabbage. It is an integral part of Sunday tastes of every family.
Everybody will love it – it is an absolute must
eat of the Opole region! Almost every restaurant of the Opolski Bifyj culinary route
serves this dish.

Silesian heaven. The real taste of tradition.
In the past, people used to smoke pork to
make it last longer. The meat was then cut
off and cooked. Its extraordinary flavour
mixes well with dried plumps. If you serve it
with buchty – the traditional steamed yeast
dumplings, you will have yourself the Silesian heaven.
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Hugo Hotel in Kędzierzyn-Koźle. This restaurant has an industrial design and has been rewarded for joining the modernity with tradition. Beside rye flour soup and the beef
roulade, you can try here the Pańczkraut – Silesian sauerkraut and potato dish.
www.hotelhugo.pl
For those of you who are hungry for the original tastes of Silesia Opole, we recommend following the Opole Voivodeship Culinary Route – Opolski Bifyj. The route includes only certified restaurants from the Opole region that serve traditional regional
dishes. All of the members of the route offer a full dining experience, so you can
choose your soups, appetizers, main dishes and desserts. The menu is dominated
by the beef roulade with dumplings and red cabbage and rye flour soup. You can try
these dishes in almost every restaurant along the route.

Kamieniec Restaurant in Kamień Śląski. The extraordinary
design of the place is created by the elements made from
field stones. The signature dishes of Kamieniec Restaurant
include St. Hyacinth’s pork leg and dumplings and the figure
of St. Hyacinth, a Dominican monk, attracts tourists to visit
Kamień Śląski.
www.restauracjakamieniec.pl

The members of the Opolski Bifyj culinary route:

Antek Restaurant in Źlinice. It is a family-run business that
opened up in 1911 and since then has been serving delicius
regional dishes.
www.restauracja-antek.pl
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Moszna Castle. The restaurant specializes in the Opole and
Silesian cuisine, as well as the European dishes, especially
game. The interior of this place is richly decorated, which
corresponds well with the castle’s atmosphere.
www.moszna-zamek.pl

Bajka Hotel in Grodziec. The restaurant and hotel Bajka
are a part of the recreational complex Zatoka. The menu
includes European and regional dishes.
www.hotelbajka.com

Nad Stawem Restaurant in Bogacica. A terrace with a beautiful view over the water is what makes this spot special. The
restaurant serves Bavarian and Opole dishes, so you can try,
among others, karoffelsalat, duck breast with dumplings
and red cabbage and Kołocz (Silesian crumb cake).
www.nadstawem.feldman-restaurants.pl

Dębowe Wzgórze Hotel in Pokrzywna. It is the best place
to visit before and after a hike in the Opawskie Mountains.
The menu focuses on the regional cuisine, so you can try
here herrings in brine with onions, wodzionka (goose fat
soup), Kołocz (Silesian crumb cake) with apples and curd,
Prince Albrecht’s apple, Silesian heaven and Brzeg halva
parfait.
www.debowewzgorze.eu

Nad Stawkiem Restaurant in Opole. A magnificent wooden
building with a view over Castle’s Pond hosts a family restaurant serving Polish traditional dishes and locally brewed
beer.
www.facebook.com/NadStawkiemOpole
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Na Wyspie Restaurant in Niemodlin. Located on the headland, this restaurant is famous for its signature Niemodlin
carp dish. The regional menu of this place includes also
broth with noodles, pańczkraut (Silesian sauerkraut and potato dish) with ribs and Opole poppy seed cake.
www.facebook.com/RestauracjanaWyspie

Szara Willa Hotel in Opole. This classic restaurant located in
the centre of Opole is characteristic for its casual elegance.
They specialize in, for example, Silesian szałot – potato salad
with smoked bacon and pickled cucumbers, as well as in the
goose fat soup wodzionka and a duck in cranberries.
www.szarawilla.pl

Pawłowice Palace. The restaurant is famous for traditional
dishes prepared with natural ingredients. The signature
dish, the pork leg with dumplings and red cabbage, is prepared in the bread oven. The restaurant serves also other
regional dishes such as the Silesian crumb cake Kołocz or
a baked pear with the local honey.
www.palacpawlowice.pl

Śtantin Restaurant in Stare Siołkowice. The name of the
restaurant – Śtantin – comes from the name of the great
granddad Konstanty who passed his passion for dining to
the younger generations. You can try here different regional
dishes, such as pańczkraut with ribs, dumplings with bacon
and egg, Silesian pork loin or mushroom and Snelka soups.
www.stantin.eu

Salomon Restaurant in Opole. This magnificent villa host
a spacious and tastefully designed restaurant that serves regional delicacies. Their characteristic dishes include rabbit
leg, duck in its own juice, goose breast and Opole herrings.
www.restauracja-salomon.pl

Ratuszowa Restaurant in Strzelce Opolskie. There is no
better place for a traditional dinner in the whole Strzelce.
If you choose to sit at the table in this modern and intimate
restaurant, you can enjoy a view of the renovated Town Hall.
www.restauracjaratuszowa.com

Salve Hotel in Głogówek. In this beautiful antique villa, you
will find a great restaurant serving amazing game and regional dishes. Their signature tastes include boar roulades
with porcini mushroom filling, served with dumplings and
sauerkraut.
www.hotelsalve.pl
Spałka Hotel in Kluczbork. The chef of this restaurant is the
lover of the regional cuisine. The menu includes a special
part – the taste of Opole that offers Silesian blood sausage
(Krupniok) served with regional bread and köningen apple
juice, followed with an amazing dessert – cheesecake with
honey pastry.
www.hotelspalka.pl
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Regius Restaurant and Hotel in Opole. This place is popular
thanks to the traditional cuisine served here. You will find
there some simple, as well as elaborate tastes and dishes.
The menu offers dumplings, potato pancakes, handmade
cured meats and a speciality - the Count’s Duck.
www.regius.com.pl

Zapiecek Restaurant in Mirowszczyzna. The style of this
restaurant, with its tastes and flavours of the old kitchen,
will remind you about a wooden inn. All of the dishes are
prepared on wood-burning fireplaces. The restaurant specializes in homemade tin pies.
www.zlotakaczka.eu
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Bridge in Ozimek.
The bridge on the Mała Panew River in Ozimek is the oldest
of its kind in the whole Continental Europe. It was put into
service in 1827 and up to the 1970s served as a road bridge,
but nowadays it is more of a footbridge. Its image is present
in the city’s coat of arms. In 2017 the bridge has been put
on the list of the historical memorials.

FUN FACTS

Limekilns in Gogolin.
This small city, famous because of one of the Polish folk
songs, owes its development to the lime industry. Up to
these days, there are still 47 shaft furnaces from the end
of the 19th century. They were used up to the end of the
20th century for the burnt lime obtainment in the process
of limestone burning. Worth mentioning are the Dombrovsky’s lime kilns in the centre of Gogolin, located along the
route of the Opole lime kilns.
Pyramid in Rożnowo.
The pyramid was created by Carl Gotthard Langhans, famous Prussian classicistic architect who designed, for example, Brandenburg Gate in Berlin. The monument, modelled
on the Egyptian pyramids, was built at the end of the 17th
century. 28 members of the von Eben family were buried
in this eight-and-a-half-meter tall pyramid. This unsecured
tomb has been often looted by robbers or treasure hunters.
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Brine graduation tower in Głuchołazy.
If you are looking for a place to unwind and relax, go to the
Opole’s first graduation tower in Głuchołazy. This 15-meter tall construction is made entirely from larch wood and
serves also as an observation tower. You can enjoy its charm
and health properties free of charge in spring, summer and
autumn.

Slow down, please. Badger.
Located in the middle of Stobrawa Forests, the Murów
municipality is a land of badgers, as the local forests are
reported to have quite a few of them. Make sure to spot
the „Slow down, please. Badger.” signs along the roads. The
municipality organizes the annual Cross Country Running
Competition for the Badger Cup.
Opole Porcelain.
It is famous not only in Poland but around the world. The
designs stem from the local folk traditions. Kroszonki, the
traditional beautiful engraved Easter eggs, are very delicate,
so their designs were transferred on the ceramics. Initially,
the porcelain was scratched and decorated in white but
nowadays, it is famous for its detailed and colourful patterns. Over the years, the technique remained unchanged
and all the embellishments made by hand.
www.cepeliaopolska.pl
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CERTIFIED INFO POINTS OPOLSKIE

TIME TO SLEEP

RESTAURANT AND HOTEL ANTEK – JAGLO CONFECTIONARY in Źlinice, www.hotelantek.pl
ASPEN HOTEL *** IN PODLESIE, www.hotelaspen.pl
BAJKA HOTEL *** IN GRODZIEC, www.hotelbajka.com
COURT HOTEL *** IN KĘDZIERZYN-KOŹLE, www.court.pl
DESILVA HOTEL **** PREMIUM IN OPOLE, www.desilva.pl
DĘBOWE WZGÓRZE HOTEL *** IN POKRZYWNA, www.debowewzgorze.eu
HUGO BUSINESS&SPA HOTEL *** IN KĘDZIERZYN-KOŹLE, www.hotelhugo.pl
JAKUBUS HOTEL IN JAKUBOWICE, www.jakubus.pl
REGIUS HOTEL *** IN OPOLE, www.regius.pl
SALVE HOTEL *** IN GŁOGÓWEK, www.hotelsalve.pl
SPAŁKA HOTEL **** IN KLUCZBORK, www.hotelspałka.pl
SZARA WILLA HOTEL *** IN OPOLE, www.szarawilla.pl
WENEDA HOTEL *** IN OPOLE, www.hotel-weneda.pl
ZACISZE HOTEL *** IN TURAWA, www.zaciszeturawa.pl
SULISŁAW PALACE ***** IN SULISŁAW, www.palacsulislaw.pl
PAWŁOWICE PALACE *** IN PAWŁOWICE, www.palacpawlowice.pl
OTMUCHÓW CASTLE, www.zamek.otmuchow.pl
MOSZNA CASTLE, www.moszna-zamek.pl
REHA VITA ALICJA TOMA IN STARE SIOŁKOWICE, www.rehavitasiolkowice.pl
HUBERTUS MANOR HOUSE IN BRYNICA, www.dwor-hubertus.pl
AGROTOURISM FARM AGRO-RANCZO IN SCHODNIA, www.agro-ranczo.pl
AGROTOURISM FARM AGRORELAKS IN BRYNICA, phone +48 77 421 56 48, +48 600 336 437
AGROTOURISM FARM MUSZKIET IN ZIMNA WÓDKA, www.zimnawodka.eu
AGROTOURISM FARM UROKI LASU IN RADOMIEROWICE, phone +48 667 810 770
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Opole Tourist Information Center ***
3 Żeromskiego St., 45-053 Opole
info@ocit.pl
www.visitopolskie.pl
phone +48 77 44 12 522

Municipal Tourist Information in Opole****
23 Rynek, 45-015 Opole
mit@mosir.opole.pl
www.mosir.opole.pl
phone +48 77 451 19 87

Tourist Info Point St. Hedwig Bastion
in Nysa ****
19 Piastowska St., 48-300 Nysa
bastion@twierdzanysa.com
www.informacja-turystyczna.nysa.pl
phone +48 77 433 49 71, +48 602 654 128

Tourist Info Point in Dąbrówka
Youth Hostel in Prudnik ****
26 Dąbrowskiego St., 48-200 Prudnik
schronisko@prudnik.pl
www.schroniskoprudnik.pl
phone +48 77 88 70 200

Tourist Info Point in Brzeg *
Rynek – Ratusz, 49-300 Brzeg
pitbrzeg@gmail.com
www.pit.brzeg.pl
phone +48 77 416 00 40

Tourist Information Center in Głuchołazy *
4A Basztowy Sq., 48-340 Głuchołazy
cit@glucholazy.pl
www.glucholazy.pl
phone + 48 77 439 14 53, +48 77 439 43 60

Leśnica Municipality Tourist Info Point
on St. Anne Mountain *
10 Leśnicka St., 47-150 Góra św. Anny
turystyka@lesnica.pl
www.lesnica.pl
phone +48 77 402 65 58

Tourist Info Point in Jemielnica ***
63 Wiejska St., 47-133 Jemielnica
turystyka@jemielnica.pl
phone +48 77 556 10 86 , +48 510 522 149

Gogolin Municipality Tourist Information Center
in Kamień Śląski **
5 Myśliwca Sq., 47-325 Kamień Śląski
cit@kamienslaski.pl
www.gogolin.pl
phone +48 510 522 149
Tourist Info Point in Turawa **
33 Opolska St., 46-045 Turawa
gbpturawa@o2.pl
www.turawa.pl
phone +48 77 42 12 044
Nysa Tourist Info Point Camino Nysa*
18 Bracka St., 48-300 Nysa
biuroddf@gmail.com
phone +48 77 448 46 70, +48 537 222 209
Tourist Information Center in Pokój**
26 1 Maja St., 46-034 Pokój
www.goksirpokoj.szkolnastrona.pl
domkulturypokoj@wp.pl
phone +48 77 469 30 32
Tourist Info Point in Ozimek **
18 Słowackiego St., 46-040 Ozimek
cent.inf.turyst.krainadinozaurow@onet.pl
turystyka.krainadino@onet.pl, krainadino@onet.eu
www.krainadinozaurow.pl
phone +48 603 556 320, +48 77 465 12 13

Tourist Information Center in Paczków ***
23 Wojska Polskiego St., 48-370 Paczków
cit@paczkow.pl
www.paczkow.pl
phone +48 77 541 86 61
SSM Dąbrówka Tourist Info Point
with a branch in Wieszczyna **
3 Wieszczyna, 48-200 Prudnik
schronisko-wieszczyna@prudnik.pl
www.schroniskoprudnik.pl
phone +48 77 88 70 204
Tourist Info Point in Oleśno Regional Museum
in Oleśno *
7 Jaronia St., 46-300 Oleśno
oleskiemuzeum@op.pl
www.oleskiemuzeum.pl
phone +48 34 358 24 38
Tourist Information Center in Zawadzkie***
23 Opolska St., 47-120 Zawadzkie
turystyka@gosit.zawadzkie.pl
cit@gosit.zawadzkie.pl
www.gosit.zawadzkie.pl/pl
phone +48 77 461 65 21
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